
The ICS Chairman’s Report– MAY 2011   
    
Meetings since Last Executive Committee Meeting: 
May 4, 2011 – Regular ICS meeting 
 
SUMMARY 
Major topics discussed include: 
 
1) 2012/13 IRM Study Assumptions Development – EFOR -> EFORd True Up 
NYISO engaged Associated Power Analyst, Inc (APA) , an outside expert consultants from Texas A&M 
to assist in the resolution of this issue.  The “ICS Transition Rate/EFORd Working Group” met April 15, 
2011.  The group was tasked to come up with a recommendation to ICS on the appropriate modeling 
approach.  Specifically the goal was to develop an EFORd model for use in MARS that calculates a 
generator transition rate matrix considering the conditional probability that a unit is not available given a 
demand period has occurred.   A brief summary of conclusions is listed below: 
 

A) ASSOCIATED POWER ANALYSTS, INC. (APA) FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. Review of the NYISO “True Up” and ConEd methods identified shortcomings with both methods, 

making them unsuitable for use with MARS in IRM studies. 

2. APA proposed an alternate methodology for calculating a generator EFORd transition matrix that 
would yield conditional probabilities of individual states that is consistent with the EFORd 
formula and would be suitable for use with MARS.  

B) ICS CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. ICS supports APA’s findings and conclusions.  
2. Given the shortcomings identified in the NYISO and ConEd methods by APA, ICS recommends 

the development of the method proposed by APA.  
3. ICS recommends that the NYISO staff immediately commence development of the APA method, 

and that APA assist the NYISO staff as needed.  
4. Given the amount of NYISO staff work involved in its development, implementation of the APA 

method will not be available in time for use in the 2012 IRM base case. However, if available by 
September 2011, the method should be included as a sensitivity in the 2012 Study.  

5. ICS should use the current method for calculating the generator transition rate for the 2012 Study 
base case, which would be replaced by the APA method in the 2013 Study. 

 
2) NYISO Assessment of  SCR Performance     

Wes Yeomens (NYISO) reviewed Scope of Work for proposed investigation.  To address concerns 
raised by the NYSRC in May 2010, the NYISO is proposing a two track effort.  This includes: 1) 
Evaluation of the performance and persistence of SCRs; and 2) Evaluate the capacity value or 
contribution to resource adequacy of SCRs.  The NYISO study scope proposes to run MARS in an 
hourly mode to determine the impact of varying performance (4-8 hour calls/day) on reliability.  It 
was agreed ICS would review the draft scope and provide feedback to NYISO. 
 
 



3) Impact of 4 Hour Limited Response Resources 
 
Mark Younger presented an analysis of the potential reliability impact of limited response resources 
such as SCRs.  Of particular concern was the 4 hour SCR performance requirement  and impact of 
reduced contribution during hours adjacent to the peak four hours but outside the period of SCR 
response.  It was noted that while SCRs are not required to shutdown beyond four hours,  actual 
performance will be reduced..   The analysis suggested significant number of SCR  may need to be 
remain more than four hours to effectively address all the peak hours in a peak day.  ICS agreed to 
incorporate this work into the NYISO SCR Performance Assessment  (see item #2 above) for  
analysis to inform the 2012/13 IRM study. 

.  
4) 2012-13 IRM Study 

 
ICS discussed 2012-13 IRM study assumptions.  Peter Carney (NYISO) presented the impact of 
emerging Environmental initiatives and new regulation.   It was noted the final draft of the Clean Air 
Transport Rule is scheduled for implementation in 2012 requires a 16% reduction in NOx emissions.  
This may further ratchet when Ozone NAAQS  is issued.  A final form of the rule is not expected  
until late June 2011 and the required NYISO impact evaluation will not be available to support the 
basecase recommendation in July.  ICS agreed to use the latest available information for basecase 
recommendation and depending on the form of the rule and completion of NYISO evaluation it may 
be possible to work in an update at time of load forecast update as sensitivity in September.   Erin 
Hogan provided the latest information on Wind and renewable resource projections.  It was indicated 
the transmission model is up for approval at the May 23 TPAS and ESPWG meeting and will be 
issued to ICS soon thereafter.  The load shape and LFU model are scheduled for release on May 31, 
2011 
 

5) IRM MARS database for LIPA and Con Edison based on “Information use Agreement”  
NYISO indicated it received enhanced software from GE during the week of April 25, 2011 .  NYISO 
performed a preliminary assessment which indicated satisfactory results.  NYISO indicated it will be 
performing additional testing to verify database encryption and it is on schedule to release the 



database by June to support implementation in this year IRM study .  ICS noted the importance of this 
initiative to support enhanced Q/A activities for the upcoming IRM cycle. 
 


